Arthur's Hurt Feelings                 [1801
This addition, bringing Baird's force up to 6,927, still makes it less than
that originally entrusted to Colonel Wellesley, which was at least
7,100.
Colonel Wellesley did not receive the Governor-General's
letters finally depriving him of his command until after his
arrival at Bombay on March 2oth; though having received
on the voyage Lord "Wellesley's despatch of January 24th
which destined the expedition to Batavia and placed it under
General Baird's command, it is likely that he was not unpre-
pared for something of the kind. It was not, however, until
after he had digested the Governor-General's latest corres-
pondence, that the full realization of the manner of his super-
session dawned upon him. It hit him badly, and he went
down under the pain of it, into a black pit of misery in which
no one could comfort him. He felt himself publicly dis-
graced, branded a failure; these ideas took possession of him,
and nothing could shake them out.
The sympathetic Henry received the full brunt of his
despair in a series of such unhappy letters that he became
quite concerned about him.
I am really very much distressed by your letter of the 2ist [he wrote]
because you seem to feel your situation so sensibly that nothing I can
say will afford you any consolation, and I fear that the present state of
your mind may he of material injury to your health . . ,
I lament as much as you can possibly do your having been taken away
from your command in Mysore, particularly as it has led to your being
placed second in command to General Baird. Had I been here in time,*
I think I could have prevented his appointment, or at least I could have
stated reasons on public grounds why you should not be appointed to
act together. It might have been proper to appoint a Major-General
to take the command of the expedition to the Red Sea (of this, however,
under all the circumstances, I am not quite satisfied); but, admitting
this to have been necessary, you certainly ought to have been directed to
resume the command in Mysore. Your situation must be irksome to the
greatest degree, but I trust it will not be of long duration . , .
I cannot think, my dear Arthur, that you have suffered in the slightest
* Henry Wellesley had just returned from England.
73